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« D\ /~ ARoyal College of Paediatrics and Child Health Study ™\

DID YOU KNOW there is an HSCP Policy that requires (2020) found that bruising was the most common injury

you to refer ANY BABY UNDER 6 MONTHS with a in children who have been abused and a common injury
bruise or suspicious mark to Children’s Services? ) in non-abused children, the exception to this being in

Read on to see why non-mobile infants where acadental.brunflrfg is rare and
\_ ) kcan be a precursor to subsequent serious injury or death 4
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Here are some of the facts
Babies that are not independently mobile rarely bruise.
Most ordinary injuries lead to a single bruise; bruising
on an immobile baby is rare; accidental bruises to ear,
neck and genitalia are rare
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Professional Curiosity:
THINK ABOUT HOW A BRUISE OCCURS
Can a baby bruise itself on face/ears? Can a rattle
cause a bruise on a cheek? Can clothing bruise a baby’s
inner arm? THINK — is it really plausible

THINK
Babies do not apply FORCE to themselves, what FORCE
is needed to break capillaries? Rough handling that
causes bruising is abusive handling
A CHILD PROTECTION INVESTIGATION IS NEEDED
EVERY TIME



https://hertsscb.proceduresonline.com/pdfs/bruising_suspicious_marks.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJsbI-Tb31k&feature=youtu.be

